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Ask an expert: 

Be verly K atz 

creates outdoor 

spaces in steps. 

Determine t he 

purpose o f your 

outdoor a r ea, 

t hen correct a n y 

under lying prob. 

l ems, such a s 

poor dra ina ge. 

&!I'eril' Kil/'; I:"~ !be plVprie!Or o/Er!f'l"Iol' 

D('s(l!II,1' file.. 866·0276. 

a. What is the best way to start 

when planning an outdoor-living 

area ? 

A. '111e first thing to do is a site :Ul JlysiS. 
l11is is when you consider how ~'Oll1' out· 
door space will he used and by whol11 ki families grow and 

e\'olre, how ~uu use your house changes, And these changes 
affect your exterior SpJce, too, Do yOIl W:lIlt so!l1epla~ to 
entertain' A pby arca for children? Need to camouilage y:mj 
tools or garbage cans or simply heautify your back yard? 
M:lke a 1i5t of the fealures )'OU alre:ldl hare that ~'Oll want to 

kL'ep 01' you need to work around. li ke :t b rge tree or swim· 
ming pool. and those that )Ull would like to hale - your 
II-ish list. 

\\'hcn designing you r exterior room , consider your im~rior 

color scheme, Keep this in mind when choosing the brick or 
stOIW colors for Ill<! patio or walk·ways. This is a goOO lL'(il­

niqlle I\hcn thinking Joom the pblll$ you'll use:1S wdL 

a. What problems are typically found in an 

outdoor area? 

A. In the New Orleans area, probably th~ bigsL":;! problem is 

poor draillage. Subsurface-drainage problems, which Gill bo.? 

c:msed by gun~r SpOlll~ if your l:llld ISll't g;radcd prorX!rh. 
will re;u lt in wet ' I M)l~. This sUllding water CI'tatl':':1 lio:;t flf 
problems It c:tn back UJl into your housc, creaw fissure'" in 
~'our home's foundation, kill your planK creatle a bn.'Cdit1~ 
grollnd for 1lI0squitoe; and cause your p:lt io to ,ink. Other 
comillon [outth)r] problems :U'e poor :tCCes.~ to tht: :lrea. 
had \\uThlllanship on CUlTCnt Strtl<.:\Ures, lack of priracy and 
110t plallning for the root ~trllctlln::; of ~()ur e.\isting plants 
and tl1.'6, 

a. Once I've decided what I want, how should I 

implement the plan? 

A. II bid nl'CL"iS;II~ 10 do el'erything at olle time, but Ihere 
b:tll order to th .... prQC("SS. The fir.;t thing to do is sohe all~ 

major i~~lIes that exist. such :1S drai llage problems, You may 
abo W:IIl( to n;locate pbnl~ (hat ~'()U W:l!l( to kt!cp, if possi· 
ble. so that t!lLi' aren 'I d,lmaged during collstruction, Next, 
pel{onn :llIy construction such ,l~ [buildingj palitr,; or walk· 
ways, Remember that c;lrcfU!lllc:lSuring will prul'ido.: a 
11lIICh beller ha~i.~ for l."tl iluting the ma\criab retluiret[ and 
costs ill\'okL-'(L :L' well :l~ illSlIl'C thai }Oll afCn't clUs.'i ing 
pl'Opcrty line:;, Once the struc(UI1 ... " are huilt, gr:lde tht: sur· 
roulldill}: land to malcli and Ihell landsclpe, 

a, How do you create an old-fashioned New 

Orleans courtyard? 

A, Probahly lhe lllQ;, t remcmhen.'lI :L\I)(''l:l of the ([uinte>.<;en­

tial t>:cw Oriealls cOll rt),ard is the atmosphere crcatl'll hy the 
colors and kl~ranCt!' of Ihe planb it umtains. Fent' will 
provide dl~p , dark. lush gn.~ncry. Night·hlo()lI1ing i:lSminc 
l'il1\.-'S and SI\'L'\'t-oli \'(~ In.,-'S givc on' tlw lingering scel1 L~ that 
gill.! yOllr courtyard :1 pn..~IICC, Camellia .... camellia ,:L<;:II\· 

qua\ and azale,l~ call he 1I:;<.'lI a~ bordc~ or a~ hl\lg~ and 

are traditional indigenous pl:lllb. Evcnlarg<: yard\ C: 1I1 he 
girellth<: L'Ozy k'eI as:;;xi:llcd with :1 tr;lditiollal cour/I':ml if 
they're broken lip into smalle.: 1I10re intimate areas, Terra· 
cull:lllnlS, 11(It;lgep.>, hrick \\alkw: I ~~ and smallln.'l'S, such :L~ 

Japanest! ((warf magl1oli:L'I . hdp to achicrc til i" 
,\ II'cll-p{:1I111ed spao.! 1\!S1I1l~ fmlll I):l~ ill!: atteillinn to 

dClaib .. \lallY $lIIall cielllellL<; m:lke II I" the OIerall impn.o:;· 

sian :ou achicl't: and cOl11hille 10 crea l ~ vOllr ~lll'Ci:tI haren 
from the f:lSt ,p:lcL'(llifl.><;tylc of today. Creating an ()utdr"x 
space with features and pl:Ulh ~l)lIlike Irililidp t(1 keep ~'llU 

in touch I~ith nature:1S well :L~ !~frt'sh and reb>: ~'()U in the 
Illidst of our suburh:lIl em-ironment. 


